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Mental health services Report 
Overstretch  

A funding row is occurring 
between the NHS trust pro-
viding mental health ser-
vices to Newcastle and the 
strategic Health Authority. 
Over the last month reports 
would suggest an unusually 
high rate of people needing 
treatment for psychosis. This 
appears to have affected 
both relapse rates and new 
presentations with the dis-
ease. 

With a lack of acute beds 
and community services ex-
tremely stretched, the local 
Trust is struggling to secure 
sufficient funding to meet 
this unexpected rise in need 
for services.  Local clinical 
leaders in at a loss to explain 
this sudden and unusual rise 
in presentations, an apparent 
trebling of their usual de-
mand.  
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A Curious Disappearance  

Police and university au-
thorities are appealing for 
anyone with information as 
to the whereabouts of 
Sophie Williams.  Miss Wil-
liams (20), a student at New-
castle University, was last 
seen studying on Thursday 
evening in the University 
library.  A popular and hard-
working literature student, 
Miss Williams appears to 
have no reason to drop out 
of contact but has not been 
seen since that evening.  As 

yet no one has come forward 
who has seen Miss Williams 
since she entered the library 
and her bags were left on a 
desk near the section on An-
glo-Saxon literature in 
which she was currently spe-
cialising.  Authorities are at 
a loss to explain this and are 
unclear whether this is a per-
sonal decision to disappear, 
evidence of some sort of 
breakdown or an abduction. 
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Police Siege in Newcastle  

Rumours remain rife as to 
what was behind the police 
siege of a hotel last month. 
This was no light handed 
attempt to apprehend any-
body, this was a full blown, 
massive effort, with police 
drafted in from most of the 
areas immediately surround-
ing Newcastle in full riot 
gear; command and control 
facilities more usually re-
served for a civil emergency 
and several armed response 
units on full alert this was 
the largest single police   
action in recent memory. 
 
And what was the result of 
all this effort? Nothing.  De-
spite a full siege for several 
hours, firearms discharged 
and confirmed sightings of 
several individuals exposed 
in the media recently as 
wanted criminals, this opera-
tion was called off with no 
persons detained.  This has 
raised a whole host of ques-
tions about the competence 
of Newcastle's police force.  

It remains unclear what in-
telligence they were acting 
upon win this operation was 
set up.  It remains unclear 
why no one was appre-
hended.  It does not even 
appear that the suite that 
they were originally target-
ing was ever occupied by 
the police. 
 
At this time the only thing 
which appears clear is that 
public confidence in the po-
lice in Newcastle is hitting 
an all-time low.  Rumours of 
news management emanat-
ing from the chief consta-
ble's office make trust in 
media reporting of the police 
less and less convincing.  
There are definitely ques-
tions to be answered and a 
number of well qualified 
investigative reporters are 
making it their business to 
bring the chief constable to      
account. 
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Artefact Stolen By ‘Mechanical 
Marvels’  

Security footage taken from 
inside the van taking the 
newly found “oblique of the 
stars” as it is being called, to 
its new resting place as the 
center piece of the reopening 
of the Hancock Museum 
shows images of the van be-
ing thrown over and ripped 
apart like it was made of foil 
from a set of beasts the size 
of the average off road vehi-
cle. The military where the 
first to comment, saying that 

they have never seen such 
technology and warn people 
not to be sucked in by such 
an elaborate hoax, the inves-
tigative agencies of the north 
east have yet to comment 
over the authenticity of the 
film but suspicion mounts as 
to tampering. If you have 
any information please con-
tract the Northumbria police 
investigation team on 0800-
XXX-XXXX.  

News Singer Rocks Alternative 
Scene  

In a recent series of concerts 
around the North-East in the 
sort of minor venues often 
used by more alternative 
acts a new band has been 
making waves.  Notable for 
its singer, Mydnight, quite a 
following is building up.  
Larger venues beckon and 
the summer festival scene 

might well see Mydnight 
singing to a larger audience.  
This reporter looks forward 
to the day when they be-
come a major rock act and 
he is able to bore his friends 
with tales of when they were 
playing the circuit as un-
knowns.  



6 

Strange Results in Mummy Scan  

In recent years the practice 
of opening sarcophagi and 
unwrapping mummies in the 
pursuit of information about 
their contents has given way 
to advanced imaging tech-
niques which have allowed 
the collection of consider-
able information without 
damage to or destruction of 
these millennia old artefacts.  
This process has received an 
unexpected set back this 
week as Newcastle museum 
staff have found it almost 
impossible to gain clear im-
ages of a recently uncovered 
mummy. 
 
This outwardly unremark-
able sarcophagus had re-
cently been passed to the 
museum for full imaging of 
its contents. This burial was 
of particular interest as the 
simple, unadorned stone sar-
cophagus – such as you 
might find a retainer in an 
outer chamber of one of the 
great Pyramids – had been 
buried in a simple chamber 

on its own.  Indeed were it 
not for its proximity to 
tombs which have been es-
tablished several centuries 
later it is unlikely it would 
ever have been discovered.  
The university staff, nor-
mally experts in this process 
have been utterly unable to 
come up with a clear image.  
They have repeated the 
process twice but with this 
particular burial are unable 
to get anything other than a 
very blurry image of the 
contents of the sarcophagus.  
They are unable to explain 
why this phenomena has oc-
curred but are interested to 
know if there is anything to 
do with the composition of 
the sarcophagus in itself or 
the wrappings within which 
are causing this problem. 
Because of this they are 
scheduled to open the sar-
cophagus and begin unwrap-
ping the contents on 
Wednesday morning.  
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New Terrorist Cell In Tyne and 
Wear Uncovered.  

Police acting on a drugs tip 
off today found more than 
they      bargained for when 
upon entering the house of 
an already well known drug 
dealer they also found 
equipment and paraphernalia 
for the manufacture and 
detonation of low grade ex-
plosive devices. The occu-
pants, a male and female are 

now being held without 
charge pending further in-
vestigation    under the new 
terrorism acts. A spokesman 
for the police spoke out to 
the public at large warning 
for extra vigilance as this 
latest case goes to show how 
close drugs and terrorism 
really are.  

Vanishing Killer Gone to Ground  

As DCI Mallon continues 
his recovery the investiga-
tion into the vanishing killer 
appears to have stalled.  No 
new bodies have emerged 
but nor has there been any 
sign of progress in the case.  
Some sources suggest that 
the police action has driven 
him to ground.  Others sug-
gest that he is planning 

something on a larger scale 
citing that the investigation 
team have been in close con-
tact with the local bomb dis-
posal unit in recent weeks.  
Press conferences with the 
team have produced nothing 
but the usual platitudes.  
Again the call for greater 
transparency amongst the 
police is building strength.  
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Gang Violence on the Rise  

Confidence in Newcastle's 
police has been further 
dented by a spate of killings 
in what appears gang related 
violence.  Spreading from its 
beginnings in the estates 
around Newcastle's docks, 
the last six months has seen 
what was once just another 
street gang become a major 
menace.  “The spiders” have 
been a small, close-knit, 
street gang for several years; 
yet recent months have seen 
increasing numbers of ar-
rests of people bearing the 
small web tattoo's marking 
the gangs members. 

 
Once known for little more 
than drinking on street cor-
ners and and swearing at 
passers-by, recent months 
have seen allegations of 
drug running, people traf-
ficking, pimping and protec-
tion rackets.  It seems clear 
that “the spiders” continue 
to have larger ambitions as 
frequent clashes in the areas 
of North Shields, Tyne-
mouth and Whitley Bay sug-
gest gang war is under way.  
Despite four recent deaths, 
this conflict appears to have 
done nothing to dampen 
their trade as police reports 
suggest that drug use on the 
streets of Newcastle is in-
creasing sharply.  
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Added Spice In The Region  

versities and private busi-
nesses have petitioned the 
council to sell the land that 
the station is on to a Trust 
that they have set up, to aid 
in the understanding of this 
unique echo system.  
Along side the Saffron there 
is also plants as diverse as 
Dragon fruit, Hemp, Alpine 
banana, and the orchids of 
equatorial Europe. This has 
caused a lot of interest and 
teams will be sent to investi-
gate this.  

A lucky local has found a 
patch of what has been 
proven by experts to be In-
dian saffron growing wild in 
the derelict remains of 
Blythe’s former power sta-
tion. Being worth more than 
gold, gram for gram, and 
completely formally un-
growable in the UK, this has 
sparked a halt in the pro-
ceeds in the demolition of 
the last parts of the power 
station. The horticultural 
scientists of the regions uni-

Metro Maintenance Work  

be in operation from Gates-
head onwards, passengers 
are advised to seek other 
methods of transport be-
tween central station and 
Gateshead due to unforeseen 
difficulties  

Stations south of Newcastle 
train station have been suf-
fering from vandalism and 
are now in a bad state of re-
pair. So Nexus apologise for 
all inconvenience and ask 
for patience while they per-
form maintenance on the 
tracks and stations. A re-
placement bus service will 


