Camera Tricks

This week filming started on Tyn
Tees’ own version of the Dragon
Den, hosted by northeast busine
man Tekeshi Meiasaka. Tekeshi
shot to local fame whilst support
ing young business people and fqr
bringing thousands of new job
back into the area with thg
opening of the Old Seaman’s
Microchip plant. The days
filming were “fraught with delays
and other difficulties” according
to Anna Marie, Mr Meiasaka’s
director.

appear on the show had not turndd would have been the icing on th

People who where booked tq

-or

up, what is more they wher
un-contactable. This isn't just on
two, but close to twent
contestants Ms Marie explaing.
And them, during the shooting o
Jerry Chauffeur from Durham, th
film in the camera begins t
smoke and a ripping noise wi
heard before the contestant
literally vanished into nothing-
ness. This newspaper was the fi
to contact the arch gorilla magi
cian, but his people assure us th
this is not one of his antics
Instead they are saying that the
wish it had been one of theirs as
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stunt cake.

Bank Merger

It was announced last week thdt
Northern Investment plc and
Washington Building Society arq
to merge to form the Northerr
Building Society. This new bank
will draw upon the investment]
specialities built up by Northern
Investment plc and combine therp
with the customer base and sef-
vices provided by Washingtor
Building Society. This will give
Northern Building Society the
expertise, range of products and
capital to compete with the othe
major banks in the region ang
potentially grow into the gap left
by the falling Northern Rock.

Speculation is growing that a thirdl
partner might be joining the ney
organisation, but as yet n
announcement has been made.
Both the North East Cooperativ
Bank and Hedge (an onlin
mortgage lender) have be
mentioned in connection with th
merger although both refuse t
comment at this present time.
this rumour proves to be true
would certainly increase thg
prospects of the Northern Buildinl
a

Society and already their shares
showing a marked increase i
value.




Marking the Big Market

Whilst there are many mino
criminal activities associated wit
the Big Market area of Newcastl
City Centre, graffiti has neve
really been one of them. Despit
the almost weekly bar brawls
prostitution and underage drinkin
it seems few people have time t

take spray cans to the numerods concerned there are no groups tHat

back allies and shop fronts in th
area. But this month a distinctiv
tag has started to appear across
busy nightspot.

Unlike much wall art that aims to
show of the skill of the tagger in
large and vibrant displays, thes
incidents are the simple
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application of a stencil in a dark

red paint; in each case a stylis
dragon rampant. This is makin
many people believe that it i
more likely to be a gang markin
its territory rather than vandalis

But if this is the case, which gan
is it? As far as local security ar

operate exclusively in this area
use this as their emblem.

e
Whether it is a sign of territory

being marked, an attempt at art
something even stranger it is cle
something is happening in the Bi
Market.
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Getting the Word Out

Its poets season at all Waterstgn

bookstores. For the next thre
months they will be hosting poetr

and other readings by the authojs

themselves. Famous children’
author JK Rouling is said to b
making a rare public appearan
as part of the project. The P
department of Waterston’s hav
said that all participating store
will have a stage set up for th
readings. Along side this with

table where the authors an
writers will be available after th

shows to answer questions ar|d

sign autographs.

store its self, with most happenin
from 7pm to 11pm. There will
also be an open mic night o

Tuesdays, where those who wis

to air their words will get a

The shows are timetabled in th
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Research Pulled from Dental
Hospital

change. For details please contdct
your local store, or look up thg
Waterston’s web site on
http://www.waterstonebooks.co.uk

Whilst renowned as a histori
market town, Morpeth has nev
been at the cutting edge

scientific research. Havin
focused its attention on maritim
activities and academic pursuits

has never managed to compele

with Newcastle for technologica
advancements. However, over t
past few years it has started
make an attempt to embrace t
future by opening a new scienc
building as part of its colleg
campus.  Whilst predominantl
taken up with a teaching dents
hospital, there was also conside
able basement space given over
several research groups.

This venture suffered a sever
blow at the tail end of January
when Cyclacell, one of the majo
research groups, declared it
intention to close their UK
research facilities. Apparently thg
constant and invasive interrup

tions suffered to their investiga
tions were resulting in consider]
able loss research time. I
particular their installations in

both Morpeth and Chester-le}

Street had been repeatedly clos
as a result of outside regulator
bodies. In most other EU
countries such measures wou
not be required and researg
would progress unimpeded at
much swifter rate.
company has decided to close i
UK operations and transfer a
their outstanding projects to eithq
Germany or Italy.

This announcement could spe
disaster for Morpeth College’s
scientific endeavours as the moy

As such the
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leaves them with a shortfall o
almost five hundred thousan

pounds until they can find anothgr

company to invest in them. Th
College remain hopeful and clai
to already be in discussion wit
several prominent companies.

C cance




The Tesco Invasion

In a bold move this month Tesc
bought out a small partnershi
group in South Shields. Th
fifteen ‘Shield’s Services’ corne
shops were posing a considerable
threat to the superstores profits

in a very aggressive move Tes
decided to simply own the
competition. Whilst there was ou
cry from local residents, as Mr
Robson the partnership spokeg-
man said, “the offer was just toc
good to pass up.”

Twenty five years ago eight locaj
shopkeepers decided to bard
together to offer better quality
services to their local community
Over the years the partnershi
grew and commanded a fai
amount of respect within th
South Shields area. Even wh
the supermarkets began to app
across the city the local residen

rproviding better value to the locg
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stayed loyal to their shops and i
return ‘Shield’s Services’ tried tq
remain competitive with the large
stores.

Unhappy that they were unable tp
break into this particular area of
the city, Tesco bosses decided fo
make an offer for the partnershi
to try and kill two birds with one
stone. Now that the deal has gofje
through the new Tesco Extr
should be opening within the ne
couple of weeks firmly marking
South Shields as another Tesgo
district. Mr. Gary, a spokesmal
for Tesco said, “It is simple
economics. A single entity is
always going to be able to offe
better leadership than
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committee. As such we shoul
soon see these new stor

people.”

Infertility Clinics

Record numbers of stillbor
babies have been born in th
Newcastle area. Doctors currentl
believe that this may be due to t
stresses placed on mothers Hy
their daily lives. Another group
however think it is all to do with
the clinic where these people h
their fertility treatment. The
guestion is readers, who is right
It is true that all the unfortunat
families had undergone fertilit
treatment at the same place, bjt
haven’t you ever heard of a coi

cidence? The medical watchdog
have already begun a ful
investigation, and have stated thht
until they have any evidence to t
contrary people should continu
using the treatments given out
fertility clinics across the country
A few isolated incidents and
spate of rumours is no reason o
give up on a greatly increase
chance of conceiving.
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Police Close in On Crime Ring

A report leaked to local press Iaite
night suggests that the police a

closing in on a major group of
criminals operating in Newcastle
For some time it has been believed
that there is an organised collec
tion of individuals who run more
than eighty percent of the illegal
activities in the city. Although no
one seems to know who they arI,
most gangs work for someon

who works for someone whg
works for one of these individuals
After more than a year of under
cover investigation it seems thi

police have almost identified thi
group and are gearing up to ta

major action against them.
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Of course many people dismis
the whole idea, as well as the
leaked report, as a hoax. It seerps
hard to believe that such an of-
ganisation exists within the city
and may people see that as propf
enough that is just a fairy tale.

So far the police have refused fp
issue a formal statement about the
report. However, it certainl
seems to have caused quite a dtir
as top level meetings have bedn
going on all through the day.




Kung Hei Fat Choi ...

. or as the Chinese residents (lf
the city would say, Happy New
Year. As the year of the ra
approaches, plans are well in harjd
to celebrate this multi-nationa
event in style. Already the loca
Council has provided generousl
from tax payers money to sponsqr
street performances, decoratiors
and fireworks. The China Tow
Committee has brought i
traditional artisans to capture th
feeling traditional Chinese
adornment around the are
including giant banners and papqgr
lanterns.  Along with this the
restaurants will be handing ou
traditional red money envelops t
their customers and encouragi
all to join in with the celebrations.

Throughout the weekend lon
event there will be almost constarjt
demonstrations of martial arts an
Chinese dancing. Both the Lain
Art Gallery and Grey’s Monumen
Square have agreed to host
performances including traditional
kung fu and lion dances. Thes
spectacular displays will be free o
charge and the hope is that it wi
bring people into the city centre ap
well as amuse the shoppers wh
are already there.
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In a slightly controversial move
the prime performances have beqn

given to a different martial arts

school than normal. Located i
the Chinese Association o
Stowell Street, the Ng Academ

has been the logical choice fqgr

many years. However, due t

problems last year the contract hgs

been given to a relatively ne

academy run by local busines$-

man, Robert Drenth. Appointin

a non-Chinese run school is seg¢n

by some as a move away fro
traditional celebrations, but othe

hale it as a move towards a mofe

integrated festival.

The five hundred member stron
Po Long Academy has thirt

demonstrations over the weekenfl.

The climax of which is a Lion
Dance where Sifu Robert wil
climb Gray’'s Monument to
retrieve the cabbage leaf symbo
izing good luck for the next year
It promises to be a major spectac

that will certainly be a good sendl

off for the last year and a vibran
entrance into the year of the rat.
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Metro Massacre

January the 15is a date that will
stick in the minds of the tens o
people who where unlucky
enough to be heading intg
Newcastle from the Monumen
Metro Station. For what greete13
them in the station was not just th

normal hand full of ticket inspec-

tors and occasional busker; but

group of armed thugs attempting
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robbery on the ticket and passds

office.

Shortly before ten the assailants
are seen on CCTV camerap
arriving at platform 3 from the
train tunnel. They then began tp
make a nuisance of them selvep
playing about with the escalator
and causing many of the othe
metro users to move to othey
platforms. Making their way to
the travel office, where a ticke

A4

.

inspector talked briefly with ong
of them asking them nicely td
move on as per Nexus procedu
A Metor spokesperson said that
was then that the only femal
amongst them seemed to rea
badly, which starts the handful of
men with her into a destructivg
frenzy.
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The few bystanders that we hayje
been able to ask about there ordgal
seem to have been seveary
shaken by the whole even{
Several of them ranted abogt
giant, fur clad beasts saying that
they heard one of them yell somq-
thing about needing to get behi
the counter. When the peop
behind the desk where not fort
coming, a bloodbath ensueq.
During the melee more than thr
dozen members of metro staff a
general public were killed an
several more were injured in th
ensuing panic.

The police are treating this as
aggravated assault and seriofis
robbery. They are currentl
requesting that if any one sees afy
of this group can they pleas
phone the designated hotling.
Under no circumstances approagh
them as they are considered to pe
armed and dangerous.




