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Record Sick Leave Over the      
Holiday Season  

Whilst you would normally     
assume someone ringing in ill for 
the Christmas Eve shift is pulling 
a sicky this year they may have 
actually been telling the truth.  It 
is estimated that about twenty 
percent of the work force was 
genuinely ill over the holidays 
resulting in hundreds of working 
days lost.  For many sectors this 
was not a problem as this time of 
year is often slow for business, the 
retail industry has been hit hard at 
its busiest time.  However, those 
who remained well have reaped 
the benefit, often being paid time 
and a half to cover shifts at short 
notice. 

According to the Medical        
Research Counci l  the most     
common complaints were chest 
infections and vomiting and     
diarrhea.  Whilst the first carried 
the worst symptoms it was easily 
treated by a course of antibiotics 
and a few days bed rest.  The later 
was unfortunately highly conta-
gious and doctors recommended 
staying off for a couple of days 
after symptoms had stopped to 
prevent the bug spreading. 
 
With most people now back at 
work it seems that the epidemic is 
now over, but for many people it 
was not a very merry Christmas!  

National Dis-Trust  
The local offices have come to the 
conclusion after many investiga-
tions that the file loss they       
received last year was nothing but 
a lax in security measures, and 
any of the many employees that 
use the system could have       
inadvertently passed there pass 
codes to the hacker. A security 
firm part of the Myisaka Corpora-
tion has been contracted to beef up 
the security arrangements for the 
local area.  
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Wolves at the Door  

This month the local animal    
charity the North East Animal 
Welfare Association has caused a 
stir by announcing that it plans to   
reintroduce wolves to the local 
area.  It has identified three local 
woodlands as suitable habitat for 
the creatures and plans to release a 
breeding pair of European White 
Tails in each. 
 
As was to be expected local   
farmers and residents are up in 
arms about their proposed new 
neighbors.  Given the recent   
problems with ‘ foot and mouth’  
disease and increasing numbers of 
foxes, another threat to livestock 
is hardly and inviting prospect.  
Local parents are also concerned 
for the safety of their children as 
these wild creatures are not known 
for respecting human boundaries.  
Petitions are already in circulation 
and the NEAWA certainly has a 
fight on their hands to get this 
p r oposal  t hr ough l ocal             
government. 
 
However, there are examples from 
both France and Germany where 
wolves have been reintroduced to 
areas without any of the horror 
stories that you would expect.  

Experts claim that wolves are by 
nature shy and will stay well clear 
of any human occupied areas.  
They will help reduce the number 
of vermin such as rabbits and 
foxes rather than praying on sheep 
and cows as they prefer to hunt in 
their own territories. 
 
Either way it is an interesting  
debate and we shall be following 
this story closely to see how it 
continues in coming months.  
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Deadly Waters  

Our paper had the pleasure of 
reporting on the engagement of 
local heiress Eleanor Humpfries 
only a mere handful of months 
ago.  We now regretfully have the 
duty of reporting on the death of 
Mz Humprfries, who was found 
dead at the quays under the Tyne 
Bridge.   Police suspect foul play 
and suspect it to be connected 
with other similar bodies found 
floating in the river. 
 
Whilst there has been little press 
coverage on the matter there have 
been no less that four other bodies 
found in the Tyne over the last 
three months.  Three of them  
belonged to local vagrants that 
made the abandoned area of the 
docks their home and were     
originally thought to be suicides.  
Given the frequency however, the 
bodies were given a full autopsy 
and it was found that each was 
missing its left eye and right little 
finger.  So far police are working 
on this 
bei ng 
t h e 

M.O. or a serial killer and are 
urging people to take extreme care 
when near the river where the 
killer seems to stalk. 
 
The fourth victim was a local  
mechanic who was apparently 
attacked whilst his girlfriend 
looked on helplessly.  She was 
questioned by police but has   
refused to give comment to the 
local press.  This step up from the 
l ocal  homel ess obvi ousl y        
continued with the climactic death 
of Mz Humpfries this month. 
 
There was rumour that a possibly 
sixth victim was saved by a small 
group of vigilantes, but as yet  
police have not been able to     
confirm this.  Two teenage girls 
were attacked whilst walking 
home from a club only to be saved 
by three strangers who savagely 
beat the attacker.  The police are 
asking any witnesses to the event 
to come forward and assist them 

in their 
inquiries.   
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Who's Watching the Door?  

This year many pubs and       
nightclubs had difficulty finding 
the extra staff required to mind the 
doors.  Christmas is always a busy 
time for drinking establishments 
and adequate supervision is re-
quired to prevent things getting 
out of hand.  On average        
Newcastle and Gateshead hire in 
excess of three hundred extra  
security staff over the festive   
season.  This year that number 
was less than fifty as suitably 
qual i f ied staff were simply      
unobtainable. Whilst some bars 
hired in extra bar staff to try and 
cover the shortage many simply 
had to live with the extra         
disruption, fights and damages 
that such a shortage brings. 

The few bouncers that were    
avai lable were al so ei ther        
relatively inexperienced or were 
carrying some kind of reputation.  
When asked most claimed they 
were only available as they had 
not managed to secure a contract 
with one of the ‘big three’ .      
Apparently three people were   
hiring large numbers of security 
personal offering little in the way 
of job description but a lot in 
terms of remuneration.  There is 
much speculation about possible 
festivals that such large numbers 
of bouncers could be needed for, 
but so far no one has come up 
with anything concrete.   
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Tr ick of the Light  

Late one evening in mid          
December  the peopl e of        
Gateshead where part of what they 
would later find out to be a magic 
trick by up and coming magician 
James Rodregez, of course he will 
not tell us how he did it but here is 
a brief rundown of what happened 
from a spectators point of view. 
 
Rodregez practices something 
called gorilla magic, no one knew 
what was about to happen until it 
did. In what could be titled the 

best trick since David Copperfield 
walked through the Great Wall of 
China, he managed to make a 
whole suite of a Gateshead hotel 
vanish completely, from bricks to 
cutlery wi th no supposed      
knowledge by the staff and     
owners. His manager says James 
is currently not looking for work 
and that he means no malice by 
his magic. As yet no one has seen 
the apparently young Rodregez if 
that is even his real name.  

An Expensive Chr istmas Par ty  

Whilst it is not uncommon for 
festive celebrations to get a little 
wild and for furniture to end up 
the worse for ware as a result; but 
it is uncommon for the damages 
bill to tally up to more than the 
rest of the party costs.  However, 
one party that took place at the 
Gateshead Hi l ton this year      
managed to do just that. 
 
A private party manages to cause 
not only damages to the fixtures 
and fittings, but to the actual 
structure of the building as well.  
Several windows were smashed, a 
couple of doors were removed and 

there was even one section of the 
room where the carpet had been 
ripped up.  That must have been 
one wild party. 
 
Whilst out source was not willing 
to reveal the names of anyone 
present or the party organizer, 
they did let slip that the damages 
bill ran into the thousands which 
was more than the room hire and 
bar tab rolled into one.  So a  
warning to us all to be a little 
more restrained in our revelry to 
prevent the kind of hangover one 
of our readers had this year!  
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OOC 
New Downtime System  

This month there is going to be a change in the downtime system.  The 
reasons for this are two fold: 
 
1. Some people are still not able to get the hang of major and minor 
 actions and the added complication of minor actions does not 
 weigh up against the confusion they seem to be generating. 
2. To bring us in line with the adopted standard that seems to have 
 unofficially seized the UK. 
 
So from this month on you will get a number of actions equal to your  
Resolve stat plus one.  That means if you have resolve two (normal human 
average) you would get three downtime actions per month.  Some merits 
will give you an additional action and these are: Allies, Contacts, Retainer 
and Status (but not City, Clan or Covernant status).  Each one you have 
will give you an additional action and it is your responsibility to know the 
limitations and drawbacks of each of these merits that your character   
possesses. 
 
So for example: 
 
John Doe is a Ventrue banker with a resolve of 2. He also has a Retainer 
(Lawyer), Status (Bank) and Contacts (Politics).  As such he receives 3 
actions due to his Resolve and 3 actions due to his merits. 
 
Action One) 
Find out who has been embezzling money and siphoning it to the Liberal 
Democrat party funds. 
 
Action Two) 
Continue the process of buying the Northern Rock Building Society as a 
means to increase my Status, Resources and Contacts. 
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Action Three) 
I want to get Rose (local Mekhet) declared bankrupt. I know she banks 
with my company so it should not be too hard. As soon as this occurs I 
shall offer her all help in finding out what is going on and to help her get 
back on her feet. I need her help and this seems a good way to force a 
boon. 
 
Retainer 
 Eric will continue to run interference on Rays (a local Gangrel) court 
case. If I can keep him worried about his legal problems I can continue to 
move on his feeding grounds unmolested. 
 
Status 
 Using my Status I will assign a couple of the younger executives to put 
together a portfolio so that I can present the communal North East      
Venture Fund idea to the rest of the clan. Of course it will take the guise 
of a Round Table group. 
 
Contacts 
 I would like my Contacts to report back to me on what is happening with 
the proposal to renovate the art gallery. Whether it goes through or not 
will determine the Prince©s mood and I want to talk to him when he is in 
the right mood to give me what I want. 
 
 
Anyway, that is the kind of thing we are looking for as an ST Team.  If 
you have any questions just ask and one of the team will be more than 
happy to go through it with you so that you can get the most out of your 
downtimes.  


