Old School Graffiti

Over the last month severa
landmarks in and about the
city of Newcastle have been
hit by a wave of bizarre graf-
fiti. The Angel of the North,
The Gateshead Millennium
Bridge, Grey's Monument,
Tynemouth Priory and The
Black Gate have al been
struck causing much annoy-
ance to local authorities. In
each case symbols have been
carved into the structures;
resembling Viking runes
these acts of vandalism will
require a considerable
amount of the tax payers
money to correct. Whilst
'tagging' has aways been a
problem in the Newcastle
area, there is great fear that
this new and more permanent
expression of defiance will
catch on resulting in further
drains on the councils funds.

Missing Persons

Have you see these women.
The parents of Sally Potter
and Elizabeth Walker are
offering a combined eight
thousand pound reward for
any information leading to
their current whereabouts.
The two were last see on
Thursday evening heading
for a night on the town and
were caught on CCTV down
by the Quayside at about
midnight with a man who is
yet to be identified.

Hancock Museum Break In

On the morning of Wednes-
day the 2™ of August secu-
rity guards at the Hancock
Museum arrived to work to
discover several missing
items from one of the visit-
ing displays. The 'Treasures
of the Pharaohs' exhibit, that
recently arrived from Hol-
land, open three weeks ago
to great public enthusiasm
and has now been closed
until a full investigation can
be completed. Whilst the
police can understand the
theft of two priceless papy-
rus scrolls from the tomb of

Akhenaton, they are dill
baffled as to why a worthless
replica head dress was also
stolen. Rumours abound that
there was no physical evi-
dence as to how the items
were taken, but the police
clam they have severa
promising leads that they
will be following up. It
seems the curse designed to
keep the items from being
taken from the tomb, has
been no more effective at
stopping them being taken
from the museum.




The Month of the Written Word

The Society of Antiquaries
of Newcastle upon Tyne
have declared August to be
the Month of the Written
Word. There will be many
events around the city hosted
by the society, trying to
make ancient literature more
accessible to the general pub-
lic. They are also suggesting
that over the next month eve-
ryone in Newcastle should
try and read one book written

over one hundred years ago.
In order to make this feasible
the society has joined forces
with the local libraries to
arrange book loans from
around the country. In a
world ruled by the media of
televison and the Internet
could this month see a re-
vival of the more refined art
of the written word or is it
truly now an anachronism?

Booze Cruise Operator Brutally Murdered

Mr Samuel Cleveland, pro-
prietor of the booze cruise
enterprise 'Party on a Boat,
was found butchered in his
home yesterday evening.
The entrepreneur who ran
weekend trips from Newcas-
tle to Amsterdam was appar-
ently cut to ribbons in an
amost animalistic attack

suffering over two hundred
slash wounds to his head,
arms and torso. Whilst the
police claim to recognise the
M.O. of the attack they are at
present unwilling to say from
where. It seems too much
partying really can be bad for
your health.

Blood Drive

Whilst it is not unusual for
blood donations to drop over
the summer months whilst
the students are away, this
year however the blood re-
serves have hit an all time
low. Thisisduein part to a
decrease in the number of
donors, but also due to an
increased demand by the
accident and emergency de-
partment of the Royal Victo-

ria Infirmary. In order to
refresh the reserves the New-
castle NHS Trust has de-
clared a new blood drive
which will be supported by
several local businesses. The
hope is that by allowing em-
ployees time off so that they
can give blood the number of
donors will increase enough
to cover the deficit.

The Pirates of Mischance

The rehearsals for the up-
coming production of 'The
Pirates of Penzance, to be
show in the Newcastle Thea
tre Royal, have been plagued
with bad luck. On top of the
sudden illness of the leading
man, several of the props
have been irreparably dam-
aged and the roof in the main

auditorium has spring a leak.
The Carl Rosa Company is
however determined that the
show must go on and will
battle this streak of misfor-
tune to bring us a masterful
performance of the Gilbert
and Sullivan classic. Tickets
are ill and the play opens
on Monday 30" of October.




